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CHAPTER VII
ALCOHOLIC AND OTHER VOLATILE AND NON-
VOLATILE VARNISHES
I.  SPIRIT VARNISH
FOR making ordinary spirit varnish a portable cast-iron
enamelled kettle is suitable; it should be set at such a height
that It can easily be stirred with a paddle-shaped stirrer
about a metre (40 inches) long, with a blade 6 cm. (2^
inches) broad, and a shaft 3 to 4 cm. (i^ to i$4 inches) in
diameter. The resin is first broken up and put in the
kettle, then covered with 95-per-cent denatured alcohol;
this should stand 5 to 8 cm. (2 to 3 inches) above the resin.
With the stirrer the contents of the kettle are continually
turned over, so as to bring the resin from the bottom to the
top; by energetic stirring solution will, in most instances,
be secured; if the little pieces of resin tend to gather into
sticky lumps, these must be rubbed against the wall of the
kettle with the stirrer. It is sometimes desirable to mix
powdered glass or sand with the powdered resin; this
prevents its forming adhesive masses. When the solution
is accomplished, if it is desired to make the varnish more
elastic by the addition of galipot, elemi, or the like, these
substances may be made fluid by heat and added to the
solution. The remainder of the solvent may then be
added, the whole energetically stirred, and then a cover
is placed on the kettle.
After standing about a day the varnish wiU have settled,
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